
Conroe   ISD   2020   Summer   Reading   Statement   

In   Conroe   ISD,   we   encourage   all   students   to   read   over   the   summer   in   order   to   enrich   learning   and   provoke  
thought.   Summer   reading   strengthens   reading   skills,   increases   academic   achievement,   fosters   a   love   for  
reading,   and   empowers   students   to   become   life-long   learners.   

"What   we   know   is   that   children   who   do   not   read   in   the   summer   lose   two   to  
three   months   of   reading   development   while   kids   who   do   read   tend   to   gain   a  
month   of   reading   proficiency..."   

-   Richard   Allington,    professor   of   literacy   studies   and   past-president   of   the   International   Reading  
Association   and   the   Literacy   Research   Association   

We,   in   Conroe   ISD,   believe   in   the   power   of   reading   for   all   students.   In   order   to   maintain   reading   skills   and  
continue   to   grow   a   reading   life,   we   encourage   all   students   to   continue   reading   over   the   summer.   

In   light   of   the   current   public   health   situation   and   modified   learning   environment,   we   will   not   be  
requiring   students   to   complete   any   accompanying   assignment   or   project   for   any   suggested   summer  
reading   for   the   2020-2021   school   year.   

In   order   to   help   students   with   text   selections,   individual   campuses   may   provide   suggestions   of   particular  
reading   lists   or   specific   genres   to   best   transition   into   the   beginning   of   the   school   year.  
_________________________________________________________________________________   

There   are   many   ways   to   access   books   online   for   free.   See   a   list   below   for   some   available   resources   to   help  
you   gain   access   to   books:   
 
Apps   found   in   the   CISD   SSO   Portal:   

● Sora-    Free   access   to   a   variety   of   e-books   and  
audiobooks   

● Destiny   Discover-     Check   out   e-books   and  
audiobooks   from   your   campus   library   

 
Other   websites   with   free   resources:   

● Montgomery   County   Public   Library  
○   E-Books   &   Audiobooks:  

https://montgomerycountymd.libguides 
.com/elibrary   

○ Get   a   Digital   Library   Card:  
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov 
/library/services/registration.html  

 

 
Additional   free   resources:  

● Open   Library-   
○ Create   a   free   account:  

https://openlibrary.org/account/create   
○ Popular   Titles:    https://bit.ly/2XBEwyP   

● Project   Gutenberg   
○ Free   E-Books:  

http://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Main_P 
age   

○ Top   100   Most   Popular:  
http://www.gutenberg.org/browse/scor 
es/top   

● Audible   Stories  
○ Free   Audiobooks:  

https://stories.audible.com/   
 

 

  

 

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/library/services/registration.html
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/library/services/registration.html


A   Case   for   Reading   20   Minutes   a   Day  

Many   students   ask   the   question:      What   can   I   do   to   help   me   be   successful   in   high   school?     A   study   by  
Beers   and   Probst   (2017)   suggests   that   students   should   read   about   20   minutes    every   day    to   have   the  
highest   possibility   of   success!   

 

Click   on   the   bookmark   below   that   indicates   your   English   class  
for   the   2020-2021   school   year:  

English   I   Level  

English   I   Honors  

English   II   Level  

English   II   Honors  

English   III   Level  

English   III   AP  

English   III   DC  

English   IV   Level  

English   IV   AP  

English   IV   DC  

 

Your   future   is   well   worth   reading   20   minutes   a   day!   

 



 English   I   Summer   Reading  
 
Hello!   Welcome   to   Caney   Creek   High   School   and   English   I.  
 
With   all   the   sudden   changes   to   this   year,   the   English   I   Team   has   reworked   the   expectations   for   summer  
reading.   The   goal   is   for   the   students   to   continue   reading   and   to   be   ready   to   start   the   school   year   ready   to   read.  
This   summer,   we   will   be   giving   a   list   of    suggested    reading,   but   there   will   be   no   specific   assignment.   Since   we  
are   beginning   the   school   year   with   memoir   reading   and   writing,   we   have   some   suggestions   that   are   available  
through   SORA,   an   app   on   the   CISD   SSO   portal..   There   are   over   50   more   choices   if   you   do   not   find   something  
here   you   like.   Please   enjoy   them   and   have   a   great   summer.   We   look   forward   to   having   you   back   in   the  
classroom   soon.   
 
If   you   have   any   questions,   please   email   me   at    jlgarrett@conroeisd.net  
 

 
A   Long   Way   Gone   -   Ismael   Beah    (audiobook)  
A   Long   Way   Gone :   Memoirs   of    a    Boy   Soldier   (2007)   is    a    memoir   written   by   Ishmael   Beah,  
an    author   from   Sierra   Leone.   The   book   is    a    firsthand   account   of   Beah's   time   as    a    child  
soldier   during   the   civil   war   in   Sierra   Leone   (1990s).  
 
 
 
 
Brown   Girl   Dreaming   -   Jacqueline   Woodson  
Brown   Girl   Dreaming    is   a   2014   adolescent   novel   told   in   verse   by   author   Jacqueline  
Woodson.   It   discusses   the   author's   childhood   as   an   African   American   growing   up   in   the  
1960s   in   South   Carolina   and   New   York.  
 
 
 
 
El   Deafo   -   Cece   Bell   (graphic   novel)  
El   Deafo    is   a   graphic   novel     written   and   illustrated   by   Cece   Bell.   The   book   is   a   loose  
autobiographical   account   of   Bell's   childhood   and   living   with   her   deafness.   However,   the  
characters   in   the   book   are   all   bunnies.  
 
 
 
 

Hey,   Kiddo   -   Jarrett   Krosoczka    (graphic   novel)  
Hey ,    Kiddo    is   the   graphic   memoir   of   author-illustrator   Jarrett   J.   Krosoczka.   Raised   by   his  
colorful   grandparents,   who   adopted   him   because   his   mother   was   an   incarcerated   heroin  
addict,   Krosoczka   didn't   know   his   father's   name   until   he   saw   his   birth   certificate   when  
registering   for   a   school   ski   trip.  
 
 

 

mailto:jlgarrett@conroeisd.net


 
 
Honor   Girl:   A   Graphic   Memoir   -   Maggie   Thrash    (audiobook,   graphic   novel)  
All-girl   camp.   First   love.   First   heartbreak.   At   once   romantic   and   devastating,   brutally   honest  
and   full   of   humor,   this    graphic-novel    memoir   is   a   debut   of   the   rarest   sort.    This   is   her  
coming   out   story.  
 
 
 
 
I   am   Malala:   The   Girl   Who   Stood   Up   For   Education   and   Was   Shot   by   the   Taliban   -  
Malala   Yousafzai  
I   Am   Malala :   The   Story   of   the   Girl   Who   Stood   Up   for   Education   and   was   Shot   by   the   Taliban  
is   an   autobiographical   book   by    Malala    Yousafzai,   co-written   with   Christina   Lamb.    She   later  
won   the   Nobel   Peace   Prize   for   her   actions.   
 
 
 

It's   Trevor   Noah:   Born   a   Crime   -   Trevor   Noah   (en   español)  
The   compelling,   inspiring,   and   comically   sublime   story   of   one   man’s   coming-of-age,   set  
during   the   twilight   of   apartheid   and   the   tumultuous   days   of   freedom   that   followed.    Trevor  
Noah’s   unlikely   path   from   apartheid   South   Africa   to   the   desk   of    The   Daily   Show    began  
with   a   criminal   act:   his   birth.  
 
 
 
Speak   -   Laurie   Halse   Anderson   (audiobook)  
Speak ,   published   in   1999,   is   a   young   adult   novel   by   Laurie   Halse   Anderson   that   tells   the  
story   of   high   school   freshman   Melinda   Sordino.   After   accidentally   busting   an   end   of  
summer   party   due   to   an   unnamed   incident,   Melinda   is   ostracized   by   her   peers   because  
she   will   not   say   why   she   called   the   police  
 
 
 
We   Should   Hang   Out   Sometime   -   Josh   Sundquist   (audiobook)  
From   a   disastrous   Putt-Putt   date   involving   a   backward   prosthetic   foot,   to   his   introduction  
to   CFD   (Close   Fast   Dancing),   and   a   misguided   "grand   gesture"   at   a   Miss   America  
pageant,   this   story   is   about   looking   for   love-or   at   least   a   girlfriend   …  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
***All    images   taken   from   SORA;          **   Descriptions   from   various   book   vendors,   publishers,   critics,blogs,   B.   Dietric  

  

 



 English   I   Honors   Summer   Reading  
  
In   Conroe   ISD,   we   encourage   all   students   to   read   over   the   summer   in   order   to   enrich   learning  
and   provoke   thought.   Summer   reading   strengthens   reading   skills,   increases   academic  
achievement,   fosters   a   love   for   reading,   and   empowers   students   to   become   life-long   learners.   
  
Hello   and   Welcome   to   English   I   Honors!  
 
During   these   times   of   uncertainty,   I   am   going   to   do   my   best   to   give   you   opportunities   for   enrichment,  
while   making   an   effort   to   ease   the   burden   of   a   required   summer   reading   assignment   for   those   of   us  
that   may   have   other   priorities   during   this   summer.   With   that   being   said,   I   have   compiled   a   list   of  
suggested     reading   opportunities.    These   books   are   novels   that   students   in   the   past   have   enjoyed.    I  
have   also   looked   at   various   websites   focused   on   the   top   young   adult   novels.    I   have   not   read   all   of  
the   titles,   but   I   have   read   some.  
 
None   of   these   books   are   required   reading   over   the   summer   and   there   will   NOT   be   an  
assignment   associated   with   summer   reading.  
 
However,   for   anyone   who   has   the   opportunity   and   the   ability   to   read   during   the   summer,   these   are  
some   suggested   books   that   you   might   consider   looking   into   based   on   the   type   of   books   you   may  
have   enjoyed   in   the   past.   They   are   suggested   based   on   books   you   may   have   come   in   contact   with  
before.  
 
As   previously   stated    none   of   these   books   are   required   to   be   read   over   the   summer   and   there  
will   NOT   be   an   assignment   associated   with   these   books .    However   if   you   are   looking   for  
something   to   read   during   summer,   this   guide   should   help   you   choose   some   options.  
 

Suggested   titles   based   on   what   former   students   enjoyed:  
Single   Novels  

Looking   for   Alaska    by   John   Green  
The   Fault   in   Our   Stars    by   John   Green  
The   Giver    by   Lois   Lowry  
Monster    by   Walter   Dean   Meyers  
The   Sun   is   Also   a   Star    by   Nicola   Yoon  
 
 

Series  
Percy   Jackson   &   the   Olympians    Series   by   Rick  
Riordan  
Twilight    Series   by   Stephenie   Meyer  
Red   Queen    Series   by   Victoria   Aveyard  
Arc   of   the   Scythe    Series   by   Neal   Schusterman  
Legend    Series   by   Marie   Lu  

 
Suggested   titles   based   on   2020   TAYSHAS   Reading   List   Top   10:  

With   the   Fire   on   High    by   Elizabeth   Acevedo  
Shout    by   Laurie   Halse   Anderson  
Lovely   War    by   Julie   Berry  
Stepsister    by   Jennifer   Donnelly  
Heretics   Anonymous    by   Katie   Henry  
 
 

The   Downstairs   Girl    by   Stacey   Lee  
Heroine    by   Mindy   McGinnis  
Buried   Beneath   the   Baobab   Tree    by   Adaobi   Tricia  
Nwaubani  
Patron   Saints   of   Nothing    by   Randy   Ribay  
Birthday    by   Meredith   Russ  

 



 English   II   Level   Summer   Reading  
 
Hello   and   welcome   to   English   II!  
 
With   all   the   sudden   changes   to   last   year,   the   English   II   Team   has   reworked   the   expectations   for   summer  
reading.   This   summer,   we   will   be   giving   a   list   of    suggested    reading,   but   there   will   not   be   any   assignments   over  
them   in   the   fall.   The   goal   is   for   the   students   to   continue   reading   and   to   be   ready   to   start   the   school   year   ready  
to   read.   These   books   have   been   chosen   because   they   are   similar   to   other   books   you   may   have   read   freshman  
year.   Please   enjoy   them   and   have   a   great   summer.   We   look   forward   to   having   you   back   in   the   classroom   soon.  
 

If   you   have   questions   please   email   me   at    BDietrich@conroeisd.net  

 
If   you   liked:   All   American   Boys   by   Jason   Reynolds...  

● Long   Way   Down   by   Jason   Reynolds  
● Dear   Martin   by   Nic   Stone  
● Monday's   Not   Coming   by   Tiffany   D.   Jackson  

 
If   you   liked:   The   Hate   U   Give   by   Angie   Thomas...  

● On   the   Come   Up   by   Angie   Thomas  
● To   All   the   Boys   I've   Loved   Before   by   Jenny   Ham  
● The   Sun   Is   Also   a   Star   by   Nicola   Yoon  

 
If   you   liked:   I   Am   Not   Your   Perfect   Mexican   Daughter   by   Erika   L.   Sánchez...   

● American   Street   by   Ibi   Zoboi   
● The   Poet   X   by   Elizabeth   Acevedo  
● Ghost   by   Jason   Reynolds  

 
Gary   Soto’s   Top   5   (According   to   Goodreads   Website)  

● Too   Many   Tamales  
● The   Afterlife  
● Baseball   in   April   and   Other   Stories  
● B uried   Onions  
● Accidental   Love   

 

mailto:BDietrich@conroeisd.net


 English   II   Honors   Summer   Reading  
 
Hello   and   welcome   to   English   II   Honors!  
 
During   these   times   of   uncertainty,   I   am   going   to   do   my   best   to   give   you   opportunities   for   enrichment,   while  
making   an   effort   to   ease   the   burden   of   a   required   summer   reading   assignment   for   those   of   us   that   may   have  
other   priorities   during   this   summer.   With   that   being   said,   I   have   compiled   a   list   of    suggested    reading  
opportunities.  
 
None   of   these   books   are   required   reading   over   the   summer   and   there   will   NOT   be   an   assignment  
associated   with   summer   reading.  
 
However,   for   anyone   who   has   the   opportunity   and   the   ability   to   read   during   the   summer,   these   are   some  
suggested   books   that   you   might   consider   looking   into   based   on   the   type   of   books   you   may   have   enjoyed   in   the  
past.   They   are   suggested   based   on   books   you   may   have   come   in   contact   with   before.  
 
As   previously   stated,    none   of   these   books   are   required   to   be   read   over   the   summer   and   there   will   NOT  
be   an   assignment   associated   with   these   books .   However,   if   you   are   looking   for   something   to   read   during  
summer,   this   guide   should   help   you   choose   some   options.  
 
If   you   have   questions   please   email   me   at   Mmorrisonmcleo@conroeisd.net  
 
 
If   you   liked   Lord   of   the   Flies…  

● A   Clockwork   Orange    by   Anthony   Burgess  
● The   Hunger   Games    by   Suzanne   Collins  
● One   Flew   Over   the   Cuckoo’s   Nest    by   Ken   Kesey  
● Battle   Royale    by   Koushun   Takami  

 
If   you   liked   The   Veldt…  

● The   Maze   Runner    by   James   Dashner  
● Uglies    by   Scott   Westerfield  
● Ender’s   Game    by   Orson   Scott   Card  
● The   Time   Machine    by   H.G.   Wells  
● Ready   Player   One    by   Ernest   Cline  

 
If   you   liked   The   Odyssey...  

● Ulysses    by   James   Joyce  
● The   Time   Traveler’s   Wife    by   Audrey   Niffenegger  
● The   Hobbit    by   J.R.R.   Tolkien  
● Big   Fish    by   Daniel   Wallace  

  

 



 English   III   Level   Summer   Reading  
 
Hello   students,   and   welcome   to   English   III.   We   look   forward   to   meeting   you   this   fall!   As   you   have   learned  
during   your   freshman   and   sophomore   years,   reading   is   an   essential   part   of   our   English   classes   at   Caney  
Creek,   and   the   benefits   of   reading   for   your   development   and   enjoyment   cannot   be   overstated.   Due   to   recent  
developments,   the   English   III   teachers   have   changed   your   usual   expectations   for   summer   reading.   Below   is   a  
list   of    suggested    reading   this   summer,   but   there    will   not   be   any   assignments   due    for   them   this   fall.   Our   hope  
is   that   you   will   continue   your   reading   from   the   school   year   into   the   summer,   and   start   the   school   year   ready   to  
read.   Please   enjoy   whatever   you   choose   to   read,   and   have   a   great   summer.   We   look   forward   to   having   you  
back   in   the   classroom   soon.   If   you   have   questions   please   email   Mr.   Matthews   at    jrmatthews@conroeisd.net .  

 

If   you   enjoyed   your   10th   grade   “Dystopian   Book   Club”   books,   such   as    Scythe,   Cinder,   Monument   14,  
Pretties,   Ink,   Unwind,    and    Delirium,    try   these:    

The   Hunger   Games    -   Suzanne   Collins  

Divergent    -   Veronica   Roth   

The   Maze   Runner    -   James   Dashner   

1984    -   George   Orwell  

 

Other   popular   young   adult   novels   you   will   love:  

The   Fault   in   Our   Stars    -   John   Green  

The   Hate   U   Give   -    Angie   Thomas  

The   Perks   of   Being   a   Wallflower    -   Stephen   Chbosky    

The   Book   Thief   -    Markus   Zusak   

The   Hitchhiker’s   Guide   to   the   Galaxy    -   Douglas   Adams   

 

Looking   for   something   shorter?   Try   one   of   more   of   these   non-fiction   articles,   which   will   prepare   you  
for   our   first   unit   on    memoirs    (true   life   stories):   

1.   Us   &   Them   (by   David   Sedaris)   

https://www.npr.org/programs/morning/features/2004/jun/sedaris/usandthem.html  

2.   A   Mistake   that   should   last   a   Lifetime   (by   Jessanne   Collins)  

https://www.salon.com/2008/02/13/removable_tattoo_ink/  

3.   What   it   means   to   be   Ghetto   (by   Henry   Lau)  

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~macro/public_html/Macrocosm/Divisions/Editorial/website/pages/latestissue/g 
hetto/ghetto.html  

4.   The   Pie   (by   Gary   Soto)  

https://leoneenglish.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/the-pie-by-gary-soto.pdf   
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 English   III   AP   
 

Hello   students!   Welcome   to   AP   Language   and   Composi�on.   Take   a   look   at   these   quotes   and   see   what   you   think:   
 
“Handle   them   carefully,   for   words   have   more   power   than   atom   bombs.”   —Pearl   Strachan   Hurd  
 
“Your   words   become   your   world.”   —Nadeem   Kazi  
 
“Rhetoric   is   the   art   or   the   discipline   that   deals   with   the   use   of   discourse,   either   spoken   or   wri�en,   to   inform   or   persuade  
or   mo�vate   an   audience,   whether   that   audience   is   made   up   of   one   person   or   a   group   of   persons.”   —Edward   P.J.   Corbe�  
 
In   AP   Language   &   Composi�on,   we   will   study   texts   to   find   meaning   and   to   analyze   how   the   writer   uses   language   to   make  
meaning.   We   will   also   look   at   texts   as   models   for   improving   our   own   wri�ng,   and   as   instruments   to   provoke   thought  
about   the   world   in   which   we   live.   The   pace   will   be   rigorous   but   the   rewards   will   be   great,   including   possible   college  
credit,   but   more   importantly   a   new   way   of   thinking   about   communica�on,   one   of   the   most   valuable   things   in   the   world.   
 
During   these   �mes   of   stress   and   uncertainty,   I   want   to   give   you   opportuni�es   for   enrichment   while   also   trying   to   ease  
the   burden   of   a   summer   reading   assignment.   With   that   being   said,   I   have   compiled   a   list   of    suggested    reading  
opportuni�es.    None   of   these   books   are   required   reading   over   the   summer.    However,   they   will   give   you   some   brain-fuel  
to   be   ready   for   class   this   fall.   The   more   “stuff”   you   know   in   general,   the   be�er   you   will   do   on   wri�ngs   that   require   you   to  
draw   upon   your   own   knowledge.   So,   look   through   these   and   try   to   find   something   you   enjoy.   If   you   have   any   ques�ons  
at   all,   or   are   interested   in   any   other   reading   opportuni�es,   don’t   hesitate   to   email   me   at    jrma�hews@conroeisd.net .   
 
Thank   you!   
-Mr.   Ma�hews  
 

Between   the   World   and   Me    (by   Ta-Nehisi   Coates)  

Fast   Food   Na�on:   The   Dark   Side   of   the   All-American   Meal  
(by   Eric   Schlosser)  

The   Immortal   Life   of   Henrie�a   Lacks    (by   Rebecca   Skloot)  

Blink:The   Power   of   Thinking   without   Thinking    (by   Malcolm  
Gladwell)  

The   Tipping   Point:   How   Li�le   Things   Can   Make   a   Big  
Difference    (by   Malcolm   Gladwell)  

I   Know   Why   the   Caged   Bird   Sings    (by   Maya   Angelou)  

The   Unwanted:   Stories   of   the   Syrian   Refugees    (by   Don  
Brown)  

I   Am   Malala:   The   Girl   Who   Stood   Up   for   Educa�on   and  
Was   Shot   by   the   Taliban    (by    Malala   Yousafzai )  

Freakonomics:   A   Rogue   Economist   Explores   the   Hidden  
Side   of   Everything    (by   Stephen   D.   Levi�   &   Stephen   J.  
Dubner)  

Columbine    (by   Dave   Cullen)  

The   Faithful   Spy:   Dietrich   Bonhoeffer   and   the   Plot   to   Kill  
Hitler    (by   John   Hendrix)  

Enrique’s   Journey    (by    Sonia   Nazario)  

Team   of   Rivals:   The   Poli�cal   Genius   of   Abraham   Lincoln  
(by   Doris   Kearns   Goodwin)  

The   Devil   in   the   White   City:   Murder,   Magic,   and   Madness  
at   the   Fair   that   Changed   America    (by   Erik   Larson)  

Dress   Your   Family   in   Corduroy   and   Denim    (by   David  
Sedaris)  
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 English   III   DC  
Welcome   to   Dual   Credit   English   III  
Suggested   Summer   Reading   Texts   2020-2021 (Exploring   the   Nonfiction   Genre)  
Mr.   Zachary   Taylor  

Students   who   enroll   in   a   Dual   Credit   English   course   are   expected   to   engage   in   summer   reading   as   it  
prepares   students   for   the   upcoming   school   year   and   creates   an   initial   common   framework   for  
classroom   discussion.  

In   this   course,   our   focus   will   be   on   Literature   as   a    social    document.   Literature   often   reflects   the   various   aspects  
of   social   realities   that   people   face   in   their   everyday   lives.   Additionally,   we   will   analyze   the   cultural   values  
surrounding   those   realities   within   American   literature.   Each   composition   for   this   course   will   challenge   you   to  
hypothesize,   analyze,   and   argue   a   related   critical   theme   referenced   within   a   literary   work.   Moreover,   the   first  
major   essay   in   the   fall   (the   personal   memoir)   will   require   you   to   reflect   and   introspect   in   order   to   communicate  
how   some   aspect   of   these   socio-cultural   elements   have   impacted   your   life.  

Lone   Star   College’s   primary   goal   is   to   ensure   that   semester   requirements   meet   the   course   outcomes  
so   that   we   best   serve   our   students   and   prepare   them   for   future   college   coursework.    In   light   of   the  
current   public   health   situation   and   modified   learning   environment,   and   in   collaboration   with   CISD,  
newly   enrolled   Dual   Credit   students   will   not   be   required   to   complete   any   accompanying   assignment   or  
project   related   to   the   suggested   reading   selections   for   the   2020-2021   school   year.  

Instead,   we   only   encourage   that   all   students   read   over   the   summer   as   a   means   to   enrich   learning   and  
provoke   thought   as   a   necessary   preparation   for   the   advanced   learning   expectations   in   the   fall.  

If   you   have   questions   please   email   me   at    ztaylor@conroeisd.net  

A   Light   in   the   Darkness:   Janusz   Korczak,   His   Orphans,  
and   the   Holocaust    (by   Albert   Marrin)  

Torpedoed:   The   True   Story   of   the   World   War   II   Sinking   of  
“The   Children's   Ship"    (by   Deborah   Heiligman)  

A   Long   Way   Gone:   Memoirs   by   a   Boy   Soldier    (by   Ismael  
Beah)  

I   Know   Why   the   Caged   Bird   Sings    (by   Maya   Angelou)  

The   Boys   in   the   Boat    (by   Daniel   James   Brown)  

When   Breath   Becomes   Air    (by   Paul   Kalanithi)  

The   Unwanted:   Stories   of   the   Syrian   Refugees    (by   Don  
Brown)  

Finding   Fish:   A   Memoir    (by   Antwone   Quenton   Fisher)  

I   Am   Malala:   The   Girl   Who   Stood   Up   for   Education   and  
Was   Shot   by   the   Taliban    (by    Malala   Yousafzai )  

Hey,   Kiddo:   How   I   Lost   My   Mother,   Found   My   Father,   and  
Dealt   with   Family   Addiction    (by   Jarrett   J.   Krosoczka)  

The   57   Bus:   A   True   Story   of   Two   Teenagers   and   the   Crime  
That   Changed   Their   Lives    (by   Dashka   Slater)  

The   Faithful   Spy:   Dietrich   Bonhoeffer   and   the   Plot   to   Kill  
Hitler    (by   John   Hendrix)  

Enrique’s   Journey    (by    Sonia   Nazario)  

Brain   on   Fire    (by   Susannah   Cahalan)  

Miriam’s   Song:   A   Memoir    (by   Mark   Mathabane)  

Dress   Your   Family   in   Corduroy   and   Denim    (by   David  
Sedaris)  

A   Long   Way   Home    (by   Saroo   Brierley)  

Educated    (by   Tara   Westover)  
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 English   IV   Summer   Reading  
Students,   welcome   to   Senior   English!   
 
Below   is   a   list   of    suggested    reading   this   summer,   but   there    will   not   be   any   assignments   due    for   them   this  
fall.   Our   hope   is   that   you   will   continue   your   reading   from   the   school   year   into   the   summer,   and   start   the   school  
year   ready   to   read.   Please   enjoy   whatever   you   choose   to   read,   and   have   a   great   summer.   We   look   forward   to  
having   you   back   in   the   classroom   soon.  
 
Senior   year,   we   will   read   things   old   and   new.   While   doing   this   we   will   explore   many   different   topics   that   have  
meaningful   and   practical   application   to   your   future,   whether   you   are   going   on   to   college   or   into   the   workforce.  
At   the   beginning   of   the   year,   we   will   look   into   possible   careers   and   read   personal   essays   to   prepare   us   for  
personal   essays.   We   will   also   read   some   difficult   passages   to   exercise   our   analytical   skills,   a   skill   that   can   be  
used   many   times   in   life.   
 
Summer   reading   is   a   chance   to   connect   and   prepare   for   the   home   stretch   of   your   high   school   career.   If   you  
have   any   questions,   please   email   Mr.   Nance   at    rnance@conroeisd.net .   
 

For   those   preparing   to   write   a   college   essay,   read   some   of   these   essays:  
John   Hopkins   University   always   has   some   of   the   best   college   essays   that   were   successful:  
https://apply.jhu.edu/application-process/essays-that-worked/  
Another   site   that   shows   essays   accepted   by   other   universities.  
https://www.shemmassianconsulting.com/blog/college-essay-examples  

 

Epic   Poems   and   Associated   Classic   Works  
Beowulf    (Gerald   J.   Davis   version   is   much   more   accessible)  
Grendel    by   John   Gardner  
The   Canterbury   Tales    by   Geoffrey   Chaucer  

 

Short   Story   Authors   to   Read  
Orson   Scott   Card  
Neil   Gaiman  
Edgar   Allen   Poe  
O.   Henry  

 

Nonfiction  
The   Things   They   Carried    by   Tim   O’Brien  
Make   Your   Bed:   Little   Things   That   Can   Change   Your   Life ...   by   William   H.   McRaven  
Sapiens:   A   Brief   History   of   Humankind    by   Yuval   Noah   Harari  
When   Breath   Becomes   Air    by   Paul   Kalanithi  
Prisoners   of   Geography    by   Tim   Marshall  
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English			IV			AP		

Summer			Reading			Suggestions			(2020-21)		
	

Hello!   Welcome   to   English   IV   AP   Literature   and   Composition!  
 
During  these  times  of  stress  and  uncertainty,  I  am  going  to  do  the  best  I  can  to  give  you  opportunities  for  enrichment                       
while  making  an  effort  to  ease  the  burden  of  a  summer  reading  assignment  for  those  of  us  that  may  have  other                      
pressing  priorities  during  the  summer.  With  that  being  said,  I  have  compiled  a  list  of suggested	 	reading	               	 	
opportunities.		
	
None			of			these			novels,			short			stories,			or			poems			are			required			reading			over			the			summer.		 
 
However,  for  those  of  us  that  have  the  opportunity  and  the  means  to  read  during  the  summer,  these  are  some                     
suggested  titles  you  may  consider  looking  into  that  would  help  give  you  an  idea  of  the  rigor  and  expectation  of  the  AP                       
Literature   and   Composition   course.  
 
I  have  broken  them  up  into  three  different  categories,  since  we  will  cover  longer  works  of  �iction,  shorter  works  of                     
�iction,   and   poetry.  
 
I  repeat, none		of		these		novels,		short		stories,		or		poems		are		required		reading		over		the		summer		and		there		will		not	  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
be			an			assignment			associated			with			summer			reading.	 
 
But  if  you  are  looking  to  prepare  yourself  for  level  the  course  will  be  functioning  at  or,  maybe,  are  bored  or  wanting  a                        
distraction   from   what   is   happening   in   the   world   right   now,   this   is   a   good   place   to   start!  
 
If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  course,  the  summer  reading,  or  life  in  general,  please  feel  free  to  either  email  me                       
at grust@conroeisd.net  or  join  and  message  me  on  our  classes  Remind.com  app.  Just  text  @rustap2021  to  81010.  (If                   
you  want  to  do  this  now,  it  wouldn’t  be  a  bad  idea.  It  will  be  an  expectation  you  are  signed  up  for  my  Remind  once  the                           
school   year   starts.)  
 
Mr.			Rust’s			AP			Literature			Worthy			Reading			Lists		
 

AP   Literature   Worthy   Novel   List  
 
F.   Scott   Fitzgerald   -   The   Great   Gatsby  
Nathaniel   Hawthorne   -   The   Scarlet   Letter  
Zora   Neale   Hurston   -   Their   Eyes   Were   Watching   God  
Chinua   Achebe   -   Things   Fall   Apart  
Harper   Lee   -   To   Kill   a   Mockingbird  
William   Golding   -   Lord   of   the   Flies  
Ray   Bradbury   -   Fahrenheit   451  
Alice   Walker   -   The   Color   Purple  
Margaret   Atwood   -   The   Handmaid’s   Tale  
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AP   Literature   Worthy   Short   Story   List  
 
James   Baldwin   -   Sonny’s   Blues  
F.   Scott   Fitzgerald   -   Babylon   Revisited  
Anton   Chekhov   -   Misery  
Katherine   Anne   Porter   -   The   Jilting   of   Granny   Weatherall  
Ernest   Hemingway   -   Hills   Like   White   Elephants  
Flannery   O’Connor   -   Everything   That   Rises   Must   Converge  
Joyce   Carol   Oates   -   A   Brutal   Murder   in   a   Public   Place  
D.H.   Lawrence   -   The   Rocking-Horse   Winner  
Raymond   Carver   -   What   We   Talk   about   When   We   Talk   about   Love  
Edgar   Allan   Poe   -   The   Cask   of   Amontillado  

 

AP   Worthy   Poetry   List  
 
William   Shakespeare   -   Shall   I   compare   thee   to   a   summer’s   day?  
Robert   Hayden   -   The   Whipping  
Gwendolyn   Brooks   -   The   Bean   Eaters  
Langston   Hughes   -   Suicide’s   Note  
Elizabeth   Bishop   -   In   the   Waiting   Room  
Linda   Pastan   -   Ethics  
Emily   Dickinson   -   I   felt   a   Funeral,   in   my   Brain  
Wallace   Stevens   -   The   Snow   Man  
Richard   Wilbur   -   The   Writer  
Robert   Frost   -   Fire   and   Ice  

 
If   none   of   these   pique   your   interest,   just   let   me   know!   I   will   try   to   �ind   something   with   merit   for   you   to   read!   Stay   safe  
and   I   will   see   you   next   year!  
 

Mr.   Rust   

 



 English   IV   Dual   Credit   (ENGL   2332/2333)   
Summer   Reading   Assignment   2020   

  
 
Welcome   to   English   IV   Dual   Credit,   
English   IV   Dual   Credit:   English   2332/2333   World   Literature   is   a   college   sophomore   level   literature   course   that  
engages   students   in   the   careful   reading   and   critical   analysis   of   literature.   Through   the   close   reading   of   selected  
texts,   you   will   deepen   your   understanding   of   the   ways   writers   use   language   to   provide   both   meaning   and  
pleasure   for   their   readers.   As   you   read,   consider   a   work’s   structure,   style,   and   themes   as   well   as   the   use   of  
figurative   language,   imagery,   symbolism,   and   tone.   

Students   who   enroll   in   Dual   Credit   English   courses   are   expected   to   engage   in   summer   reading  
as   it   prepares   students   for   the   upcoming   school   year   and   creates   an   initial   common   framework  
for   classroom   discussion.  

In   this   course,   our   focus   will   be   on   Literature   as   a    social    document.   Literature   often   reflects   the   various   aspects  
of   social   realities   that   people   have   faced   in   their   everyday   lives.   Additionally,   we   will   analyze   the   cultural   values  
surrounding   those   realities   within   World   Literature.   Each   composition   for   this   course   will   challenge   you   to  
hypothesize,   analyze,   and   argue   a   related   critical   theme   referenced   within   a   literary   work.   

Lone   Star   College’s   primary   goal   is   to   ensure   that   semester   requirements   meet   the   course  
outcomes   so   that   we   best   serve   our   students   and   prepare   them   for   future   college   coursework.  
In   light   of   the   current   public   health   situation   and   modified   learning   environment,   and   in  
collaboration   with   CISD,   Dual   Credit   students   will   not   be   required   to   complete   any  
accompanying   assignment   or   project   related   to   the   suggested   reading   selections   for   the  
2020-2021   school   year.  

Instead,   we   only   encourage   that   all   students   read   over   the   summer   as   a   means   to   enrich  
learning   and   provoke   thought   as   a   necessary   preparation   for   the   advanced   learning  
expectations   in   the   fall.  

If   you   have   questions   please   email   me   at    rnance@conroeisd.net .   

The   summer   reading   assignment   is   an   essential   feature   of   upper   level   English,   and   serves   two   purposes:   One:  
to   keep   students   active   as   readers   and   thinkers   during   their   break,   and   Two:   to   ease   the   reading   load   during   the  
beginning   of   the   school   year.   
 
This   summer,   try   to   read   literary   materials   from   other   countries,   other   cultures,   other   times.   One   of   the   first  
things   we   will   consider   is   the    Sophocles   Plays:   The   Oedipus   Cycle .   
 
As   you   read,   pay   attention   to   the   main   characters   and   make   note   of   characteristics,   actions/quotes   that   affirm  
those   traits,   what   their   importance   is   within   the   novel,   and   how/if   they   change.    

Page   Break  
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Possible   Reading   Materials  
 

● Sophocles,    The   Oedipus   Cycle    (Especially    Oedipus   Rex ,   and    Antigone ).  
● Beowulf ,   by   Gerald   Davis  
● Grendel ,   by   John   Gardner  

● The   Iliad ,   Homer  
● The   Odyssey ,   Homer  

   
Please   Note:   This   coming   year   we   will   find   our   sources   online,   in   order   to   save   money.   Students   bring   these  
beginning   supplies...   

● Composition   Book   
● Notebook   paper   –   Wide   Ruled   
● Highlighters   –   multiple   colors   
● Post   It   Notes   or   Post   it   Flags   
● Manila   Folder   

 
I   look   forward   to   seeing   you   in   class,   
Mr.   Nance  
 

 

 


